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WOMAN'S YOICE.

KDWIX AKKOLD.

3fet im the swsyii g of tii- - summer trees,
When eeninK bj ecz&. Bh.g the! vrsperbymn

Jhrt the minati it's m ghty a millions,jor ripples ire k ngou the riser's brim,
lsrth' best uioj-- k ; these may b ve awhile
High thought ia happy heart, and carting cares

tieguile.

But even as the swallow's silken wing.
Skimmed the water of the rleepius lake,

.Stir the still fcilver with a bundled rings
So doth. one Bound the leaping sp til wake

To brave the da ger and to hear the harm
Ji low aud gentle toice dear woman's chiefest

charm.

An exee lent thing it is ! and ever Irnt
To truth and love, and meikne.s; they who own

This g-ft-
, by the us Givrs nt,

Ev-- u by quiet st-- p and mile are ku- - wn ;
He kind yes that have wept, hearts that have sor-row- 'd

By patience never tired, front their own trials bor-rw'- d.

An excellent thing it i when fnst in gladness
A. mother looks :nto her infant's eyes

Indies to ifc siu lea, and saddens to its sadness
Pales at its naleueH, komows at its ere ;

Km foodnnd sleep, and timlesiitvl little jojf
AB these come ever bent with cne low, gentle

voice.

Am excellent thingit is when life is leaving.
Leaving with gloom and gladness, joys and rare

Thestrong heart failing, and the high scul grieving
Witli strongest thought aud wild, unwonted

frare;
Thea, then a woman's low, soft sympathy
OMBta like an angel's voice .o teach us how to die.

Sat a mot excellent thing it is. iu you h
When the fond lover hears the loved one's tone,

That fears but longs, to syllable the uuth
How their two hearts are one, and she his own ;

It makes sweet human music on! the spells
Taat haunt the trembling-tal- e a bright-eye-d maiden

tells.

AN ATLANTA ROMANCE.

"Why Mr. Porte Ran Away With
Another Man's Wife and

Children.

A. sensational and romantic cape has just
"been, brought to light, say the New York
Times, on the issuing cf a warrant by Gov.
Stephens on the. requisition of the govern
or of South Carol t no for the arrest of H.
H. Porle. About twelve years ago Porte
moved from Marson county, S. C, and set-
tled near Palmetto, this state. He was ac-

companied hy a woman who was supposed
to be hie wife, and by two boys, presumed
to be their children. He proved to be a
man of industry, and won the good opin-
io of his neighbors, who refused to be-

lieve in his guilt when the sheriff arrived
--with a warrant for his arrest on a charge

f kidnapping and obtaining money under
false pretenses Porle was taken to
Fairburn, where, without reserve, he
asade the following statement: He
and a man named Smith and a woman
with whom he had been tiring were raised
io the same neighborhood, and when they
were young Porte and Smith were rivals
lor the young woman's affections, but by
misrepresentations Smith alienated her
from Porte and married her. A short time
thereafter Porte married, and the two
families settled near ack other and lived
several years as neighbors. Porte and his
wife lived happily together until she died.
Smith and his wife did not live so happily,
irequent disturbances occurring between
them, in which Smith often beat her un-
mercifully The death of his wife caused
the old flame for his former sweetheart to
burn afresh in Porte's breast, and he sym-
pathized with her on her rnel treatment
received at the hands ol her husband.
She knew that Pone still entertained
"kindly feelings for her, and frequently im-

portuned him to take, her away to some
trauge place, avowing that she still loved

him, and expressed penitence for th way
she had treated him in marrying Smith.
He refused to be anything more to her
than a sympathizing lr;end, on account of
the friendlv relations that had existed be-

tween Smith aud himself. Smith had btcn
prosperous in business until he became
dissipated, when he got financially embar-
rassed, and reposed confidence is his friend
Porte, and asked him to atsit him in sav-
ing part of his prpoperty from his credit-
ors He had turned over some cotton to
sell for him in his own name. Porle sold
it and took the proceeds $200 to Smith s
"house to .deliver to him. "When he arrived
Smith was just leaving the hou?e, and
on going iu Pone found Mrs. Smith
prostrate on the floor, bleeding
from wounds received from her hus-
band. He helped her up and washed the
blood from her face, paid the money to her
for her husband, and started to leave. when
she clung to him and begced him to take
her with him and flee to a distant country,
promising to live with him if he would do
o. Yielding to her request, Porte took

3Irs.Smilh aud her two children and e'oped
into Georgia, where they lived in undis
turbed nappmess for twelve years. Smith,
having learned of their whereabouts, made
a proposition to Porte that if he would re-
turn the children, furniture and the 200
lie would compromise the case. The
grand jury, however, will have something
to say about it.

An Accident to Miss Lynch.
Chicago Inter Ocean.

Officer Rudolph Saunders, aspiring to
desk sergeant Jionors, submits the following
report of an accident which, as a spteimen

f what the night reporter is often af-Mict- ed

with, is published verbatim : "Miss
Lizzie Lynch, teacher in the Wells school
n Ashland avenue, almost met with a

serious accident while at supper one even-
ing. She was eating soup which was rath-
er hot, and while taking a spoonful, blis
tertd her tongue. The pain caused her to
swallow a piece of dumpling rather large
size which got stuck in her throat, very
near choking her, but with the help of the
landlord, she swallowed the dumpling, but
it will be doubtful if she is able to teach
to-morro- w, her tongue being full
Misters."

Two Hundred Words a Minute
Telegraphed.

Washington Post.

Walter F. Phillips, whose system of
steno-telegrap- hy has just been adopted by
the Mutual Union Telegraph company, is
rapidly perfecting an automatic system hv
which, in a test made Saturday over 500
wiles of wire, most marvelous results were
achieved Messages were sent through a
loop passing through Washington, Pa.,and
received at the office here as clearly and
quickly as if sent from one instrument to
the other without the intervening distances.
Mr. Phillips aims to avoid the perforation
of the slip. He transmits from a matrix
prepared upon paper slips by a Morse op-
erator, with an ordinary key. This strip
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is then run through & clock-wor- k arrange-
ment at any desired rate of speed, the re-

sult being taken at any station with the
same inking apparatus used in steno-tele-graphin- g.

The test made Saturday was witnessed
by severarexpert operators and electriciau?.
li was made under the supervision of Mr.
E. A. Leslie, superintendent of the Mutual
union. A rate of 201) words a minute was
easilv attained.

TOBE MITCHELL'S STORY.

The Bearer of Gebhardfs Chal-
lenge Expresses Himself.

K. C. Star.
Mr. Tobias Mithcell, of Central City,

Col., arrived in Kansas City from the east
vcslerday. Mr. Mitchell formerly lived iu
St. Louis, where he was connected with the
Globe-Democr- at -- for many years, but has
been raiding in Colorado for the last year
or two. Bi sides being editor of the Keg
ister-Ca- ll at Central City, he has also
struck it in the mining business, and is
largely interested in one of the best pro-

ducing go.ld mines in Gilpin county.
it will be remembe-ed- , he figured some-

what in the Cuuningham-Gebhard- t affair
it St. Louis, and was Cunningham's best
friend iu the luss-l- e which the St. Louis re-

porter had with Lang try's admirer. In
connection with that lively episode in St.
Louis journalism, Mr. Mitchell id Cun-

ningham had never been properly repre-
sented in the newspaper. The paper on
which he is employed, the Globe-Detno-ora- t,

could not, with propriety, say any-
thing, and both the Republican anil
Post-Dispatc- h had published accounts
highly colored in favor of Gebhardt. The
insult offered' to Cunningham in the South-
ern hotel had been grossly exaggerated in
the first place, and in the seqond place
Cunningham had good and substantial
reasons for not embroiling himself in a
personal rencontre at the time.

All this talk about Gebhardt being a
fighter and attlete, etc.. had come outsiive
the Southern hotel affair. On that night
Cunningham looked on Gebhardt as a
shallow-braine- d young fellow, making a
fool of himself by following around alter
the petticoats of a second-rat- e actress, and
it was questionable as to whether he was
responsible for his language in the senee
that an ordinary citizen is responsible. In
the next place, Cunningham had written
him up in a strongly satrical way and felt
that Gebhart had a real grievance that he
had cause to be exasperated, and was,
therefore, entitled to great forbearance.

"Why," baid Mr. Mitchell, "if Cunnirjf
ham had struck Gebhardt, or used him up,
as he would have done one way or the
other if there had been a fisjht, he would
have been denounced aa a brute who bad
mercilessly lampooned an unoffending
st anger and then sought in the hotel to
whip or kill him Cuuniugham showed
more bravery in not striking Gebhardt
than he would have shown had he resell "td
the insult in

:

A HOT IIHA1!I MANN Kit.

In fact Cunningham did not look upon j

the matter serious uTtil the foHowiug 1

irrn?tHT wlipn lip learned th:it the miner. I

had made a solemn affair .f it, and he had j

ttltltud f " wn !

'fi, ',.,.7.i,nn,.rp,i r:. i.w.it tiw ;

New Yorker showed the white leather hv

TT.r (Mmthoi nh i.niMimmo I

ail1

in
under i atduring the ol t.r

stav m M. L.ou:s. !

'Furthermore, nearly every paper in the
continued Mr. Mitchell. "hiri

described Cnnninsbs'.iu hsi blatant south
icoinel or i junior wh win r.imiu ;

r get M Gebhardt nd shoot him. As u

fact. Cunninghiim wis armed :.t ail
wliila f4phli:irflL was there, and wj.s neither!!

it. had wa
was

wild nor
to sav on the
mends. I Jis conduct during the tntire
episode was tb;t nl h periet-- t

as to the or 'colonel" business,
it was well known in Louis Cun-ninrhh- in

has put himself up as that
sort of a in an.

"He was a mere lad when the war ended
and could not have been of a

OOLONEL' ntt.MAJOK,T

and he had claimed any record as a
soldier except as a boy at the tail end of
the war. Thee sensational accounts had
been gotten up by a lot of blear-eve- d aud
strinir-halte- d re not tors who diun'l have- -

courage enough thems-lve- - to stand up and
Sj,ht a nigger.

'Cunningham was never as a
braggadocio -- on the contrary k a m;iu
who would take a good deal but make

enough he got into the quarrel j

No one who knew Cunningham hsti tor a
moment doubted his courage, but it
not been impugned except by a few cow-
ardly men, either hostile to him
personally or to the p,:per he ip working

As a matter of Mr. McCullough
of the Globe-Democr- at was about the only

Louis newspaper man who stood by
Cunningham treated him with even
common fairness."

on Butler.
Chicago Dispatch to the Enquirer.

"What do you think of Ben Butler's
chances for the presidency in the contest of
1884?" was as.ed Henry Ward Beecher to-

day at the Grand Pacific hotel.
"Ben Butler's chanced fr

are good The party
been too long out of power to refuse

the morsels however obtained. Butler
will be by the southern wing of
the democracy, if and if he gets
the I am to see
Louisiana go for hjm. The oppo-
sition to him in the nonh is not near so
virulent it was to General
has great he has never
been of pcssecsmg moral

and so he is not censured for ?beir
violation. He travels on his alleged acute

and sharpness, and it takes with the
crowd. I regard him as a

man, yet I would sooner see him
a nameless weak man.

VITALIZFR is what yen need
for Consumption, Loss of Dizzi-
ness and all sytnptonsof Dyspepsia. Price
10 and 75 cents per bottle. For sale by
Bard & Miller.

ELLA ZOAEA.

One of the Hoaxes of the
World.

How a lionp Haired Young" Man
Passed for Years as a

Post-I- Lj teh.

"If you care anything for dramatic
reminiscences," said a friend yesterday
to a limn of the Post-Dispatc- h, "I can
take you to a man who probably has
moro curious relics and infor-
mation than any one in these parts.

Under the word of command the
march was taken up and ended in a
little-fiigeoii-ho-

le of a place on Fourth
street, near where the Anto-
nio dispense the
necessities of life.

It took some time to thaw the
professor out, but that art accomplish
ed he produced two large books, con-

taining a lot of old and , valua-
ble show bills, reaching back to tne
commencement of the present century,
and a great lot of once-conventio- nal

of and accom-
plishments that were sup-
posed to furnish to the stars they en-

gaged. They were the relic5 of Signor
Antonio's father. Fifty years aco he
was accounted one of the marvels of
the world. His stage name was 11

Piavoio Antonio,' accorded him be-

cause of the surprising feats of magic
and gymnastics he introduced.

"Sly said the son of Diavo-lo- ,
"was a native of Turin, Italy, and

liegan his wonderful career when quite
young. He died here in this city
only a few years ago at the age of
seventy-thre- e, but 1 can tell you that
iu prime, and Til prove it to you,
he enjoyed the of the vari-
ous crowned heads oi and
was on terms of friendship
with such men as Charles Kemble and
Sheridan Knowles. Here is a bill for
instance, (it was exquisitely
on satin) bearing the date of Septem-
ber 12, 181 G. 1 believe this is the
oldest I have in the collection."

The found that itaunounced
the appearance of Antonio
"by command of His Royal Highness,
the Duke of York" at the Royal
Theater iu London. The Sisruor is
styled the wonder of the world. Then
comes an outline of his performances
on the slack rope. These were follow-
ed by a melodrama entitled, lThe
Miller and His Men " srvpiuastic exer--
cises by a Venetian, and the perform-- !
ance with the then popular
Hay market comedy of i.'P tie bano
lady's viown."

Freischuiz, was followed by she Anto- -

bints wi .a. vi-- i t Li: m-- s i luirt a i

Wtil appreciate tne latent Here, nut J

can assure you it was mimeus. lou
see it bears date of May 9.jS2S. at
tilA ,,lir n.A , t iM

-- pbo

Pa-- Y
A 1 Like It." ami thee- i-

icrtainment was for the heneHi of Mr

2rej.L Mme. Vestries was
I don't, know whetr.er she is dead or
abve, but I heard rccentlv that slie is
now teaching dancing "esson in Lon-
don, it ma be so, hut she must be
considerably over seventy. Here's

bit f interest connected with
this hill. You they interlarded a
lot of specially hniiijf-- . The comedy
w;ls followed by the old farce f cThe
Devil to Pay,' and the veiling closet!
with an olio of songs and dances. Par- -
sioe is new tamous in this country as
an of the cnaracter.
Here fou have Ids lather executing a
Chinese. Dance according to this pro--
gram use, over ihait a ago.
You don't often Hud thee
instincts hereditary on the stage, but
here is an interesting illustration, E
J. Parsoe was the old gentleman's
name quite a feature in day."

Turning over the of old
play bills, the suddenly paused
with a reveretttial air and said, as he
held up an old paper programme,

Look at this for a castle P It was
a bill of the hestnut Street, Phila-
delphia Ti oater, date of January 15.
1843, as near fortv veara azo as can
be computed. The play was "The
Hunchback." Its au nor. and the
greatest playwright since the days of
Sheridan, Jame3 Sheridan Knowles,
appeared a Master Walter ; Jame3
E. Murdock, then in his prime and a
member of the Chestnut Street Stock
Company, took the role of Sir

Clifford ; Emma Wheatlej was Ju-
lia, Mrs. Koboibaru was Helen, aud
her husband was Master Mordtts.
"Talk of your Langtrys and your
stage fervently exclaimed

T don't believe that modern
drama ever produced a more perfectly
lovely woman than Mrs. Il'ibotham.
Notice another peculiarity about this
bill. The ''Hunchback is a long
drama in itself, but you see by this
bill that it was hy a perform-
ance by Young on the 4 'Keyed Ser-
pent," whatever that may be", then by

x'ounjr. Of betook rde
and nothing f Jacques,

Kartlev Adam, and

never

never

had

for.

hys

necessary,

Jackson. Ben

old-tim- e

bis

his

Thom-
as

the special t tea, and concluded
with the farce of "My Uncle
or "The Cashmere Shawl.9' Here is
another. It la Lane, March
4, 1826. It gives the drama of

in three acta, the olio of the
Antonios' aud concludes with the en-

tire opera of 'Freischufz.' You see
that the public got the
worth of its money iu those old days.
I can remember well uhen the gallery
gods at the Bowery would have torn
down the building if the performance
didn't tun till midnight, and to accom-
modate their pn juuice the manage-
ment resorted to all sorts of farces and
interludes. in those days there weie
no street cars, and a to the thea-

ter was looked upon as nearly an all-ni- ght

job. But all this has heen
changed, and jwssibiy for the best
4The Hunchback' or 'As You Like lv
is certainly enough for a person to di-

gest in the of an evening and
yet have a Christian time."

do you find from a Icok at
those old bills?" continued the Signor.
'Why, you find that the stage has

wofuily Glance at that
'Hunchback' cast at the Chestnut
all trained capable of almost
anything in the line at a

notice. None of this scrub
you see to-da-v. Because a

fellow could sing a son; t dance a
dance or recite a few lines of Shakes-
peare acceptably, he didu t
himself as a star. Kow you have as
many stars on earth us there are in
heaven, and most of them look about
as well to the observer. All a

sir, all a mist ke. J don't suj-po- ae

the old stock system
could be applied to the whole United
States to-d- ay under the changed

of dramatic business; but it
should be kept alive in the lanje cities.
The esprit du corps is gone, it seems
t me. Tastes have b-co- rne

and depraved. Under the old regime,
when the great baunie Eisler came,
prejudice compelled her to appear and
dance iu dresses reaching to her ankle?
and even then the ladies would
tbeir handkerchiefs to their faces to
hide their blushes. Nowadays the

?aid the nor "bearina-dat- c of 1827. 1111 bt elersl,rg-liee".,"l.!nn- if

Theater Koval at Dublin. The ner- - said the
formance opened with the oner.i of special interest.

reiusiug to meet ana mo specialties and clnsrd wiih The commendation, me cear running
praeiic-jll- y keeping hnneif poli Und'Tcrni ' But look I "an 'Sheridan KnowlW, and anoth-protecti- ou

remainder ,.e XV a brief, hut testimonial

country,"

tit
course the

about 1 Charles Kembift Or-??- V"

fS.Mandu, the
excited

gentleman
"southern"

St. that

much

blind-folde- d

recognized

it
bo after

newspaper

fact,

St.
or

Beecher

becoming
President, democratic

accepted

convention prepared
headlong

cs
this advantage:
suspected princi-

ples

ness
Though danger-

ous presi-
dent than

SHILOH'S
Appetite,

Greatest

Beauty.

Locust,
Brothers restaurant

highly

certificates character
managers

father,'

patronage
Europe,

personal

printed

reporter
Signor

closing

K.uliud.

another
?ee

exponent Chinese

century
peculiar

assortment
Signor

beauties."
Antonio,

followed

Antonio
John,"

Drury

theatergoing

visit

course

"What

degenerated.

artists,
dramatic

moment's
business

regard

mis-

take,
company

con-diti- on

mawkish

put

''Here," Signor,

utinmngnain
3.)ectrehwj. emnhatie

handkerchief is dropped altogether,
and ttie ladies growl if the premier
daneuse is encumbered with more
than a short skirt. Everything caters
to the spectacular, and the purity of
stage art is gitie." Here the Signor
heaved a sigh from the sole of his
boots. The book containing the cer-tif- ic

tes was then produced. It con-

tains over a huxiired famous auto-
graphic letters from the secretaries of
royalty, the L'rd Mayors of London,
and various dignitaries of Paris, Ber- -

"are tw
Ihev certainly

were Une was :,n eiIuslve letler 01

' - x

to 11 Diavolo in the ciamped and ir
regular chirography of Charles Kem-b;- e.

Another of value was a hearty
endorsement-o- f the performance of
4iAntonio.n written by W'm Wood.
At the time it was penned, he was, in
a confidential capacity, acting for
Queen Caroline, and served later as
counsel for the Queen when that bru-
tal old hog, Geoige IV.. had her tried
tor an alleged fall from domestic grace.
"Of coti'se she wasaquittect." remark-
ed the Signor, ''because uo first-clas- s

gentleman would compromise a queen
in his testimony, and farther, because
the action brought was generally
thought to he heartless and groundless.
It was t e speech of this man Wood
that settle i the question, He was a
great attorney iu his day."

4 Before you go, gaid the Signor,
"let me show vou a curiosity." He
went to an old drawer aud fished up a
shop worn photograph. The outlines
were visible enough, but the features
were very indistinct. Jt was a women,
with dark eyes and long curls, and
supportably regular features.

Auy special points about this?"
queried the reporrer.

"Well, raher. Th at is a picture
of the famous Ella Zoara, who created
as much excitement in this country
and Europe iu her day as Patti is cre-

ating now, and the beauty of it was'
that the entire fabric of her fortune
was built on the most gigantic founda-
tion of fraud. jh'emeiuher S. Q.
Siokes, ti.e circus man ? He used to
run the Stokes Amphitheater n Olive
street between Third and Fourth. One
day when he was in New Orleans he
ran acro?8 a remarkably handsome
Creole boy with hair half way down
his back. His name wa3 Omar and
his age about eight years. Somehow
Stokes saw a future and a fortune in
the boy. He made terms with him
and brought him to St. Louis and put
him in training for a bareback rider
and acrjbat. He was beautifully
proportioned and concluded to make a
woman of him. Nobody knew the
secret. The natural long hair was a
chief feature of the deception. I
found out the hoax by the merest ac-

cident, while training the youngster,
hut Stokes put me under bonds to
keep my mouth shut, and I did. It
was not long before Ella Zoara became
famous. Her performances on horse--

back were marvelous. She electrified
St. Louis and Stokes then took her
East. It wa let me see in the
spring of 1852 when she appeared
here. Her triumphs in the East were
even more pronounced, and her salary
grew to be prodigious. Finally Stokes
tlecided on a European tour with his
bonanza.

He visited London, Paris,St Peters-
burg, in fact all the great capitals of
Europe, paid Zara 8500 a night
and coined money tor himself. On
tii her travels she was accompanied by
her waiting maids, and observed the
most womanly propriety in all her ac--

I tious. I knew it to be a fact that even
her waitins-wome- n knew nothing of
the hoax till years afterwards. Stokes
kept i'is card abroad for over eight
years, ami the greatest furore reigned
all throuirh the social circles of the
capital. Talk of mashers! Why, hen
Zoara came back he showed me a huge
box filled with pearIs,diamond crosses,
necklaces, rinss a? d trophies of every
description in the jewelry line which
had been lavished upon "her by the no-

bility. One Russian count had it es-

pecially bad. He followed Z ara from
one point to awotherv just as Freddie
is following the Lilly, and showered
upon her the most costly gifts If I
remember correctly the secret fist got
out in Paris while Zoara was playing a
return engagement, and by the time
Stokes brought him back to Ni bio's
the gender of his big card had become
a widespread joke on Europe. Not
long after that he married a siste; of
Bob Stickney's, the circus man. and he
died about a year ago somewhere in
South America. All things consider-
ed. I suppose this was tne most lucra
tive and the be3t prolonged hoax on
record.

A PAIR OF GARTERS

The Experience of a Young' Man
Who Did a Woman's Shop-

ping Rescued by a Stroke
Genius.

Boaton Globe.

A sad-eye- d, intellectual young man
walked into the proof readers den
and respectfully removed his hat, evi-

dently under the impression that he
had found the editorial room. The
mis'ake was quite natural, as the proof
reader himself is frequently unable to
distinguish the difierence.

"Did you ever go shopping for wo-

men ?" inquired the young man.
The inhabitant of the den assumed

a severe look, and replied that in ear-
ly life he went courting for a woman
successfully ; but if the young man
wanted information m any other line
he'd better tackle the gilded youth
who reported sermons and ran to fires.
That was how the sad-eye- d young
man came to be sitting on the wmdow
sill and telling his story to the office
boy, who is the on!y gentleman of
elegant lei.-u-re about the place, when
the staff returned from lunch. ''You
see, my Jandiady takes a motherly
inte.est in me, and talks to me just as
she would to her own son. You mav
think this is very flattening to me
but I assure vou it has its disadvantage-e- s.

The other morning my laud lady
told me she h'st one of her garters
coming home from a concert the
evening before, and asked me to get
her a pair on my way down town. I
though tessly consented. As I came
down the street I thought I would go
iuto Whites, hut somehow cr other
the store had a forbidding aspect when
I reached it, and I passed it by and
began to whistle to keep up ray cour-
age, When I got along by Jordon &
Marshe's I was for making a bold
break through the door, but the place
was full of people who just seemed to
lie wailing for me to come in and esk
for gariers so they could laugh at me.
I weakened and kept on down towtn
Finally I sneaked around a comer,
and when nooodv as looking I iuri-tive- ly

slid into the door of a small
shop that seemed to present possibili-
ties of garters, j alging from the deco-

rations of the windows.
Of course I bolted for the counter

nearest the door, and told the young
lady that 1 wanted a pair of garters.
klre don't keep genfa furnihing's,
she replied. I said I wanted them for
a lady, and she rejoined in her best
cash, here, tone of voice, 'next to

the last counter on the other side,"
while she gazed abstractedly out of
the window. I was the only cutomer
in store, and all the clerks were young
ladies ; but I braced up and set out
on what seemed to me my intermin-
able journey to the other end of the
appartment. "Did you ever see a
railroad track on a prairie Y

The word "prairie" aroused the of-

fice boy from bis apathy, and he lis-

tened to the remainder of the sad
young ma 's tale with deep interest,
expecting to hear bomethitiff about
"KattlesnakeDtck, or the Pawnee's
last Scalp." He allowed that he was
intimate with prairie life in general,
hut regarded railroads as effete insti-
tutions and utterly out of place on a
prairie, except as offering certain op-

portunities for outlaws to distinguish
themselves as train robbers.

"Well, that store looked like the

prospective of a prairie railroad, re-

sumed the sad young man. I thought
I never would rench the vanishing
point with all those girls looking at
me. My footfalls sounded like the
trarrp of a horse, and when I tried to
glide along easily I scuffled frightfully,
and attracted attention by catching
a splinter in the sole of my lKot and
ripping up enough of the floor to jus-
tify the suspicion that I was stealing
kindling. I tried to yet ray bearings
by the lithograph? on the walls, pio-turi- ng

all sorts of feminine harness in
active service. As the lithographs
hegan to grow more interesting, I con-
cluded that I was about in the lati-
tude of garters, and halted at a count-
er presided over tiy a young woman
with a m'scbievous eye. That's where
I got into trouble. I felt my fac get-
ting red, but I firmly asked for a pair
of garters, expecting her to hand them
)ui forthwith. 'What kind, please?'

said she, in the most insinuating man-
ner.

44 cOh something pretty good 1 re-

plied, painfully conscious that my ear
were blazing red.

"But what style do you want V
she rejoined, evidently gloating over
tny misery. Then it flashed upon
me that there might be a hundred
styles, and how was I to know what
kind my landlady wore ? My first
impulse was to escape, but the door
was too far away, aud, besides, my
errand seemed to have neen telegrphed
to every one of the girls, all of whom
were eyeing me. One ot them sudden-
ly discovered that the counter needed
dusting, and there she was right where
she could hear everything I said. I
asked what styles were generally called
for, and the voung lady began describ-in- g

them with a minuteness that only
increased my embarrassment. There
was the circular kind, she said, and
the suspender garter attached to a
waist belt, and another kind that fas-

tened to the side of the corset, and
then she took down a lithograph show-
ing the manner of wearing that kind
of harness. I was in a worse fix than
ever, and I meutaily swore I'd do no
more errands for a woman. Here she
was explaining all this toggery and
be ayiug tackle, and expecting me to
know what kind of standing rigging
my landlady was fitted out with, I
looked at her in an appealing way,
but she wouldn't help me out, aud
then an inspiration of genius came to
me. "What kind would you be mofet
likely to lose off in the street V I asked
in my most innocent tone. That girl
with the duster must have thought
of something funny just then, for she
begat) laughing immoderately, and
when I went out with a psir of circular
elastics in my pocket I felt that every
girl in the store was making fun of
me, but I didn't dare to look around.
The next time I go shopping for a
woman t will do it by telephone."

The Steady Diet of a Boston Man
Boston Herald.

A waiter was asked if he ever knew any
one to perform a similar feat to Walcott's

"Not exactly ; but there is a man wru
h:is been eating beefsteak and griddted
sweet potatoos right aion for nearly three
months."

"On a wager?"
4,Oh, no ; he likes them V

A Boston Firs Escape.
Capt. Knight, ot Hose S, is at work upon,

a novel fire escape, intended for ue on
hook and ladder truck3. The following i
a brief description of the apparatus : From
each corner of the top of the truck used

a fire-inc- h round pole nine and a
half feet long; stretched across is stout
canvas, which, when the poles are set, will
be about eiuht feet above the top of the
truck. Above the canvas is placed a very
stot netting, which, when auy one jumps
in, will give, letting the body down easily
on the canvas. At each of the four cor-
ners will be placed a chute, through which
anybody may slide to the cround. This-escap-

when set will reach to the second
story of many buildings. When not in use
it may be rolled up on the hat bridge and
the corner poles placed on the side of the
tru :k. Boston Globe.

Wrapping Paper!

A Grades and Sizes

Printed Plain,
--AT-

Eastern Prices,

With Freight Added.

209 OHIO ST:,
SEDALIA, 1C0.


